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DROUGHT AND THE WINTER WHEAT CROP 
ANNCR: 

FROM KANSAS CITY, AGRICULTURE SPECIALIST ROD TURNBULL 
LOOKS AT THE EFFECT OF THE CONTINUING DRY WEATHER IN HIS 
PART OF THE COUNTRY. 

VOICE: 

ANOTHER WEEK HAS GONE BY WITHOUT HELPFUL RAIN IN AN 
IMPORTANT WHEAT GROWING AREA OF THE SOUTHWESTERN GREAT PLAINS 
IN THE UNITED STATES. OBVIOUSLY, CROP CONDITIONS CANNOT 
IMPROVE UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, AND ONLY DETERIORATION CAN 
RESULT. HOWEVER, EARLY THIS WEEK THERE WERE FORECASTS OF 
RAIN AND SNOW, AND IN FACT, A LITTLE SNOW OR LIGHT RAIN DID 
FALL IN SOME AREAS. (OPT) THIS PROSPECT OF MOISTURE PUT 
WHEAT PRICES DOWN IN KANSAS CITY AND OTHER MAJOR U.S. MARKETS. 
THE PRICE DROP DEMONSTRATED HOl! NERVOUS THE MARKET IS OVER 
CURRENT WEATHER CONDITIONS. (END OPT) 

THE LITTLE MOISTURE THAT WAS RECEIVED WAS NOT 
ENOUGH BY ITSELF TO BREAK THE DROUGHT. IT COULD HERALD A 
CHANGE IN THE LONG DRY-WEATHER PATTERN WHICH COULD MEAN 
MOISTURE LATER ON. BUT IF THIS DOES NOT HAPPEN -- THAT IS IF 
MORE GOOD MOISTURE DOES NOT COME SOON, THEN OBVIOUSLY, 

THE CROP DETERIORATION WILL CONTINUE. NO MATTER WHAT HAPPENS 
NOW, IT IS ALMOST CERTAIN THAT THE HARD-\JINTER WHEAT CROP 
WILL NOT BE AS LARGE AS WAS HOPED AT PLANTING TIME LAST 


AUTUMN. 
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THE AREA OF THE SOUTHERN PLAI?S MOST AFFECTED BY THE 
OROUGHT WAS DRY ALL DURING THE AUTUMN MONTHS. FIVE STATES 
AE INVOLVED, BUT THE MOST IMPORTANT ARE KANSAS, OKLAHOMA, 
TEXAS, AND COLORADO. THE FIFTH STATE IS NEW MEXICO, BUT 
IT 1S NOT A BIG WHEAT STATE. MANY FARMERS IN THE DRIEST 
AREAS, DELAYED SEEDING WHEAT LAST FALL BECAUSE THE SOIL WAS 
TOO DRY. FINALLY, ALMOST IN DESPERATION, THEY SEEDED THE 
WHEAT ANYWAY; "DUSTING IT IN" IS THE TERM USED HERE WHEN 
WHEAT IS SEEDED IN DRY SOIL. THEY HOPED, OF COURSE, THAT 
RAIN OR SNOW WOULD FALL ON THE NEWLY-SEEDED FIELDS. 

IT'S WELL KNOWN NOW THAT LITTLE MOISTURE CAME FROM 
THE SKIES. WHEN THE WHEAT SEEDS SPROUTED, ONLY WEAK 
PLANTS RESULTED, THESE WEAK PLANTS HAVE BEEN VULNERABLE NOT 
ONLY TO THE DRY WEATHER BUT ALSO THE BLOWING OF THE SOIL. 
TO STOP THE BLOWING, FARMERS USED MACHINES CALLED CHISEL 
PLOWS, WHICH THEY RUN ACROSS THEIR FIELOS AT INTERVALS 
BRINGING UP CLODS CLUMPS) OF DIRT WHICH TEND TO PREVENT 
SOIL BLOWING. BUT IF THIS DOESN'T STOP THE BLOWING, 
THE FARMERS MUST CHISEL THE WHOLE FIELD. AND THAT, OF 
COURSE, ELIMINATES THE WHEAT CROP FOR THIS YEAR. IT IS NOT 
POSSIBLE TO REPLANT WINTER WHEAT WITH SPRING WHEAT IN THE PLAINS 
AREA OF THE UNITED STATES. 

SO, REGARDLESS OF WHAT HAPPENS WITH THE WEATHER, 
IT IS ASSUMED THAT THE HARD WINTER WHEAT AREA HAS ALREADY 
LOST A PART OF ITS CROP FOR THIS YEAR. ONLY ESTIMATES 
CAN BE MADE UNTIL THE ACTUAL HARVEST, BUT SOME GRAIN 
AUTHORITIES ARE GUESSING, AS OF THIS WEEK, THAT THE TOTAL 
HARD WINTER WHEAT CROP WILL BE REDUCED FROM THREE TO FIVE 
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AND A HALF MILLION METRIC TONS FROM THE NINETEEN MILLIO!! 
TONS THAT HAD BEEN HOPED FOR LAST AUTUMN. ON THE OTHER 
HAND, AMERICA'S WHEAT CARRYOVER Ol! ALL KINDS OF WHEAT FROM 
THE NINETEEN SEVENTY-FIVE HARVEST ON JULY FIRST THIS YEAR 
COULD BE AS HIGH AS TEN TO ELEVEN MILLION METRIC TONS AS 
COMPARED WITH EIGHT AND ONE-HALF MILLION LAST YEAR. THESE 
FIGURES, AT THIS TIME, SUGGEST THAT THE UNITED STATES STILL 
WILL HAVE PLENTY OF WHEAT TO EXPORT, BUT THAT IT WILL NOT HAVE 
AS LARGE A SUPPLY OF THE HARD WINTER VARIETY AS HOPED. HARD 
WINTER WHEAT IS A BREAD WHEAT, A'ID IT ACCOUNTS FOR A MAJOR 
PORTION OF U.S. EXPORTS. 

IT MAY BE OF INTEREST ALSO THAT WORD RECEIVED IN KANSAS CITY 
FROM CANADA IS THE WINTER IN THAT COUNTRY HAS BEEN UNUSUALLY 
MILD AND DRY IN THE PRAIRIE PROVINCES WHERE MOST OF THEIR 
WHEAT IS GROWN. SNOW COVER IS LIGHT OR NON-EXISTENT 
IN THE WESTERN PART OF THE PRAIRIES. $0, CANADA, TOO, WILL 
NEED MOISTURE FOR SPRING WHEAT CROPS WHICH, IT IS HOPED WILL 
ARRIVE BEFORE PLANTING TIME. 
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